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Awakening – The Work in Progress 
 

        In the common stereotype of Buddhism, the 
historical Buddha’s “enlightenment” under the Bodhi 
tree is portrayed as an over-and-done-with 
achievement, like finally hitting the jackpot after so 
many hours spent at the casino. However, the more we 
read of the Buddha’s life and teachings, particularly in 
the down-to-earth presentations of the Pali canon, we 
can see that the spiritual breakthrough he experienced 
at age 29 was just the start of a process that deepened 
during his forty-five years of travelling throughout the 
countryside encountering a wide variety of people and 
circumstances. 
        In the October 2014 issue of the West Covina 
Buddhist Temple’s bulletin (“Gateway” available on-
line at livingdharma.org), Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi 
reflects on how Shakyamuni was truly a student all his 
life. But what impressed me in her article is that she 
received this insight from her mother, Rev. Etsuko 
Miyoshi. Rev. Nobuko’s parents are both fully 
ordained ministers, but in coming from Japan to visit 
their daughter, it was her mother who gave a Dharma 
talk to the West Covina group. In the talk, of which 

 Rev. Nobuko read the English translation, her mother 
asserted that the Buddha was far from perfect. Rev. 
Etsuko pointed out that the reality that the Buddha 
awakened to included seeing his own ego-attachments. 
Seeing clearly his own defilements is what motivated 
him to be continually learning – listening to others, 

including the sages of the past, 
and reflecting honestly on his self. 
The Buddha walks the path of the 
teachings – not as one who is 
giving them but as one who is 
continually striving to receive and 
apply them to his life. 
        When I talked with Rev. 
Nobuko at the “Dharma Seeds” 
lay leader retreat in October 

(hosted by the Higashi Honganji North America 
District at the West Covina temple site), it was 
refreshing to hear her speak so highly of her mother as 
her Dharma teacher. Most of us as adults look at our 
parents as “over-and-done-with” life because they 
already completed what we saw as their primary task – 
raising us out of childhood. Too many times at 
 

(Continued on page 6, at top) 
 

 
 

T’is the Season to be Happy 
 

        We are now deep into the holiday season (which I 
believe officially began on September 1

st
). I suspect 

many of you have already encountered all the possible 
permutations and combinations on happy: “Happy 
holidays” “Happy New Year” “Best Wishes for 
Happiness in the New Year” “Wishing you every 
happiness this Holiday Season” “peace, health, and 
happiness,” etc. I just saw a card that proclaimed, 
“Happy Everything!” Bah humbug. 
        Not really. I do enjoy the holiday season. But the 
indiscriminate dispensing of “joys” and “happiness” 
over a stretch of several weeks somehow diminishes 
the meaningfulness of the words. 
        I recall a Chicago Tribune article by the 
columnist Mary Schmich a number of years ago about 
happiness. She posed the question, “What’s making 
you happy today?” That’s usually an easy one to 
answer, even in the most mournful of moods. I can 
quickly check off the usual candidates: my wife, my 
kids, my dog, cold beer, hot coffee, nice weather, naps 
on the couch, etc, etc. Easy. 

         She then asked, “Are you happy?” I remember 
pausing, putting the paper down and pondering for a 
bit. I’m a pretty happy person I suppose. Except when 
I’m not. How often do you have to be happy to be 
happy? Is not being sad, being happy? Heck, what IS 

“happy?”  
        No, I’m not going to define 
happiness here. This I leave to 
history’s great thinkers. The 
question, “What makes you 
happy?” is always far easier to 
answer than, “Are you happy?” 
As Mary Schmich noted, whether 
one is happy or not is, “a black 
hole of a question. It leaves 
infinite room for rumination, 

equivocation and existential dread.”
1 

        Since my encounter with the article I have noted 
that happiness appears to be a growth industry. There’s 
an annual international conference on happiness and 
its causes. Happiness has been studied from the  
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Temple News    October 2014 
 

 10/05 October monthly memorial service and Japanese service in 
afternoon. *** Shoshinge class met. 

 10/8 Rev. Nakai attended monthly Uptown Clergy lunch meeting. 

 10/11 Asoka Society met (they met a week earlier because of the 
Buddhist Council of the Midwest festival scheduled for 10/18, 
which was cancelled). 

 10/12 Temple 70
th
 anniversary service with Dharma School talk by 

Elaine Siegel and greetings from president Glenn T. Fujiura and 
Revs. Ashikaga and Nakai, followed by buffet luncheon hosted by 
Dharma School. Keiro-kai (members 80 years old and up) enjoyed 
a special Japanese box lunch. See photo on page 4. 

 10/14 Rev. Nakai attended workshop at Swedish Covenant Hospital 
on “Clergy Self-Care” – clergy of various faiths were invited to 
learn strategies for taking care of themselves so they can stay well 
enough to take care of their congregations. 

 10/16 Miriam Solon attended Buddhist Council of the Midwest 
meeting via conference call. 

 10/18-19  Rev. Nakai was main lecturer for lay leaders retreat held 
in West Covina, CA by Higashi Honganji North America District. 
Along with representatives from the Higashi’s Los Angeles, 
Newport Beach, West Covina, and Berkeley temples, BTC 
members Ann Yi and Darryl Shishido participated. See photos 
below. 

 10/19 Elaine Siegel was lay speaker at Sunday service. *** Board 
of Directors met. 

 10/24 November bulletin mailed out. 
 10/25 Rev. Nakai did a presentation on the Heart Sutra for the 

Spiritual Beans interfaith discussion group. 
 10/26 Sunday service followed by Dharma School Halloween Party 

attended by many temple members’ relatives and a few families 
from the immediate neighborhood. 

 10/27 Rev. Nakai met with the Northampton (MA) Shin Sangha 
(group founded by Dr. Taitetsu Unno). 

 10/28 Rev. Nakai gave public lecture at Smith College followed by 
reception hosted by the Buddhist Studies department and the 
Northampton Shin Sangha. 

 THANK YOU!  
THANK YOU!  
THANK YOU!  

Understanding the Nembutsu 
through recognizing  

the Paramitas in others.  
Send in your recognitions! 

 

 Sunday Service Participants: Sue 
Balsam, Bill Bohlman, Glenn T. 
Fujiura, Dudley Kuramitsu, Lynnell 
Long, Carlos Meza, Peter Mizuki, 
Alice Murata, Elaine Siegel, Ruby 
Tsuji, Peggy Waters, Craig Winby 

  Accompanists: Ruth Abbinanti, 
Mrs. Ashikaga, Tanya Murdaugh 

 Audio Controls: Jacob and Wendy 
Fawcett 

 Sunday Service Refreshments: 
Noreen Enkoji, Haru Ito, Matsue 
Momohara, Anna Nagata, Ruby Tsuji, 
Dharma School and Upaya 

 Bulletin Mailing: Sue Balsam, 
Dennis Chan, Antoinette D’Vencets, 
Noreen Enkoji, Ed Horiuchi, Haru 
Ito, Masa Nakata, Mary Shimomura, 
Ruby Tsuji 

 Cleaning Temple washrooms: Ian 
Estebar 

 Taking care of the Temple inside 
and out: Tomio Tademoto 

 Maintaining and updating the 
temple website and computer: Shawn 
Lyte 

 Emptying the trash bins, filling 
them with new bags and putting them 
out for disposal: Sue Balsam, Adam 
Kellman, Ruby Tsuji 

 

 
 
 

    
 

From left to right: Rev. Patti Nakai served as  primary speaker for the Dharma Seeds program hosted by Higasho Honganji North American District.  
Ann Yi delivers an update on The Buddhist Temple of Chicago educational activities. Group photo of Dharma Seeds ministers and attendees.   

Darryl  Shishido listens attentively to Dharma Seed attendee speaking during group discussion.   
Photos used with permission from the West Covina Buddhist Temple. 
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Kumihimo Returns! 
 

        Let’s get crafty in January with a new Kumihimo project!  

This time, we’ll make a 20-inch necklace that you can hold a 

pendant (similar to the pictures below).  We’ll use 1 mm or 1.5 

mm cord in two or three colors.  As members 

of the previous class can tell you, the braid 

works up quite quickly, so you you’ll have a 

pretty addition to your wardrobe by the end of 

the session.   

         The class kit includes the satin cord and 

findings. The supplies kit includes a 

Kumihimo disk, eight bobbins, and glue.  If 

you were at the previous class, you will not need the supplies kit. 

Pendants will be available for purchase or bring your own. 

When: Saturday January 10, 2015, 12:30 to 2:30 pm 

Class size:  Maximum 10 participants 

Costs: Class kit is $12 and includes satin cord, findings, and 

refreshments. Supplies kit is $11 and includes Kumihimo disk, 

bobbins, and glue. If you already have this kit, please bring it with 

you to class.  Pendant prices vary. 

Advance payment preferred. Contact 

Alice to make payment arrangements 

at class. 

RSVP: By December 31, 2014! Let 

Alice Murata know you will be 

attending or e-mail her at 

alicemurata@hotmail.com. 

 
 

The BTC Mission Statement 
 

Founded in 1944 as an administratively 
independent temple,  

The Buddhist Temple of Chicago  

aspires to the following: 
 

 To present and explore the Three 
Treasures of Buddhism – the Buddha 
(teacher), the Dharma (teachings), and 
the Sangha (community). 

 To be guided and inspired by the 
historical Buddha, Gautama Shakya-
muni, and the teachers who have 
followed – Shinran Shonin, Manshi 
Kiyozawa, and Haya Akegarasu. 

 To present the Buddha-Dharma in a 
language and manner relevant and 
understandable in contemporary 
America. 

 To welcome all who seek the Dharma 
without any exceptions. 

 To be a positive presence in our local 
community working to enhance the 
vitality of our neighborhood. 

 To honor and continue the traditions 
of our founding members. 

 To always live the Nembutsu – Namu 
Amida Butsu. 
asdf 
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Craft Group December Activities 
 

 

        On December 6, our Craft Group will be take a break 

from working on the Natsu Matsuri quilt, and Ruth Abbinanti 

will teach us how to make crochet and buttons/beads bracelets.  

The session is free. Some materials will be provided and others 

lent. Previous knowledge of crochet is not necessary.  Even if 

you are not a regular participant, we would like to invite you to 

attend.   

        Please bring the following if you can: crochet hook F, G, 

or H, scissors, large eye needle, tape measure, and a medium 

color/tone work mat.  

        Participants are encouraged to bring their own materials: 

13 buttons size 3/8 or ½ inch wide, 1 button 3/4 inch wide, 4 

yards of #3 crochet thread or equivalent, and about 100 seed 

beads. 

        Please contact Ruth at fabbinanti@sbcglobal.net or 773-

784-0239) to RSVP if you do not regularly attend the Craft 

Group so we can have sufficient quantities of materials at 

hand. 

 REMINDER: CTA Wilson  

Station Construction 
 

     The Red Line Wilson CTA Station will be 

undergoing major reconstruction starting in 

October 2014 and continuing for about three 

years. This will impact many of our members 

and friends who travel to the temple via the 

Red Line because the construction may cause 

significant delays. Also, there will be times 

when streets and intersections will have 

limited access or be closed, so drivers should 

be prepared for detours. The CTA says they 

will give the neighborhood advance notice of 

nighttime and weekend work, so we will try 

to keep our members and the groups who use 

the temple informed of the possible 

disruptions. For more information and 

ongoing updates, visit:  

http://www.transitchicago.com/wilson/ 
 

 
 

2014 Keiro-kai 
 

 
 

As part of the celebration of the temple's 70th anniversary, the Keiro-kai (members 80 years and older)  
were treated to a Japanese box lunch, a container of furikake snack mix, and a calligraphy plaque. 

 

Photo by Jerry Morishige 
Color white before print. Prevents table merging. 
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Dharma School Special Report: 

Working At The Community Feast 
By Bea 

 

        My mom and I volunteered at the community 

feast, along with another Dharma School family. The 

community feast is a soup kitchen held on one of the 

higher floors of a church in Rogers Park. People who 

need help feeding themselves and their families get a 

free meal every Sunday night and can even get 

seconds and take home food. Being there every week 

reminds me of how lucky I am to have a warm home, 

three meals a day, a loving family, and parents with 

jobs. I think sometimes we all take some of those 

things and more for granted.  

        My mom and I are usually assigned to serving 

duty, which means we put the food onto the trays. 

 Runners are people who take the trays to the people 

sitting at the tables. The chefs who prepare the food 

are in fact really excellent, most days I want to eat the 

meal myself! Every week there is meat, soup, 

vegetables, fruit, drinks, and dessert. Dinner there is a 

thousand times better than my school lunch. It always 

feels so nice to see the grateful people eat the food I 

helped bring to them.  
        After most people are done eating, we help clean 
up by sweeping, putting chairs away, cleaning and 
folding tablecloths, and folding up tables. We're there 
from about 4:50 to 6:15. It's a lot of work sometimes, 
but it still makes me feel good about giving back to the 
world. I think that it's sad that many kids nowadays are 
oblivious to the struggles people are going through, 
and I think that if more people did volunteer work the 
world would be a better place. 

 
 

 
 
 

Wash the Dishes 
By Bill Bohlman 

 

[Originally published in Action Magazine,  

Kenosha, Wisconsin]  
 

        What is the essence of Buddhism? In his 

collection of essays, The Center Within, Rev. Gyomay 

Kubose (1905-2000) uses this story as an answer: 

        A novice monk approached the teacher and said, 

“Please teach me Buddhism.”  

        The teacher asked, “Have you eaten?” 

        “Yes.”  

        “Then wash the dishes.”   

        Rev. Kubose goes on to say that after eating, it is 

only natural to wash the dishes. This way of 

naturalness is the Buddhist way. Clouds appear in the 

sky due to causes and conditions, water flows from 

high to low; this is natural.  Yet we humans, although 

part of nature, do not always live in this natural way, 

and this is a cause of our suffering. Our ability to 

know what is natural is inhibited by our ego-self, our 

calculating self. How can we overcome these false 

selves and find our natural self?  The Buddhadharma 

provides a path to this awakening, yet even here we 

find self-imposed obstacles. 

        Ironically, for Buddhists, one of the biggest 

obstacles to finding this naturalness is the practice of 

Buddhism. Too often, people mistake the physical 

activities, chants, forms, and rituals for the true 

Buddhadharma. The Zen practitioner, who thinks that 

being able to sit with perfect form, focused on the 

breath, clearing the mind of wandering thoughts is  

 Buddhism, is mistaken. The monk, who thinks that 

controlling his desires and following all the other 

restrictions is Buddhism, is mistaken. The person, who 

thinks that chanting the teachings or repeating a certain 

phrase is Buddhism, is mistaken. Unless these are 

recognized as nothing more than tools to help achieve 

an awakening, the ego-self will never be overcome. To 

the contrary, this ego-self is reinforced by our self-

congratulatory attitude of how well we do these 

practices; this is why Shinran Shonin (1173-1263), the 

founder of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist tradition, said 

that all practice is useless.  When the ritual becomes 

the message, the message is lost. In Buddhism the 

message is to awaken to life as it truly is, not as we 

perceive it to be. The ritual is simply the tool to help 

us hear the message. 

        This human failing of confusing the ritual for the 

message is certainly not confined to Buddhism. All of 

the world’s major religions consider themselves to be 

religions of peace. However, throughout history, and 

continuing until today, millions have been slaughtered 

in the name of religion. Why has this occurred? 

Simply, people have confused the rituals and practice 

with the true message. My father was once asked why 

he said he had no religion even though he believed in 

God. He replied, “Everybody says they believe in one 

God. It seems to me they are just arguing over what 

His name is.” Buddhism does not have belief in a 

divine being, however it does believe in the underlying 

truth: if we live a life of naturalness, we will fulfill the 

message of our beliefs. Go into the kitchen of your 

mind and wash the dishes.  

Color white before print. Prevents table merging. 
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. . . Awakening – The Work in Progress 
(Continued from page 1) 

 

memorial services I hear the sons and daughters of the 
deceased speak of their mother or father as frozen in 
time as the big person who took care of them when 
they were little. I was guilty of that myself until I 
started to appreciate my parents for the lives they were 
living without me as their dependent. In their many 
activities, friendships and family relationships, they 
were affecting the lives around them and making an 
impact in the world. 
        The Buddha himself made that same mistake in 
looking at Prajapati as the woman whose only purpose 
in life was to be his nursemaid. When I tell the story of 
how he refused her three times in her request to allow 
women to be his followers, students in the “Brief 
Introduction to Buddhism” class tell me as an 
enlightened man he should’ve already recognized his 
aunt as equally worthy to any man. I tell them the 
story shows us that awakening doesn’t mean suddenly 
becoming omniscient: all-knowing and all-seeing. If 
anything, under the Bodhi tree, Shakyamuni awoke to 
the fact of his limited perception and ability to judge 
reality. 
        As the story goes, Shakyamuni allowed his aunt 
and the other women of his home palace to join the 
sangha only after his cousin Ananda spoke up for the 
women’s potential. From that point on, Shakyamuni 
began to see the woman who raised him from infancy 
(after his mother died) as someone independent of 
him, his father, and her father. She proved to be a 
strong leader and skillful guide to the women of the 
sangha and I believe Shakyamuni came to realize it 
was Prajapati who had nurtured his spiritual 
development from early on, acting as a counterbalance 

 to his father’s ambitions for him to be a great warrior. 
At the time of her death, he who everyone else looked 
up to as the World-Honored One was looking up to his 
aunt as one of the important teachers in his life. 
        So as we commemorate Bodhi Day this month, 
it’s better to think of the historical Buddha’s 
awakening, not as noun but as a verb. At the moment 
he shouted “Avidya!” (darkness) after looking deep 
into himself, his self-attachment gave way and he 
could identify 
with all of 
life, but 
rather than a 
one-shot 
accomplish-
ment, it was 
the start of a 
continuing 
process. Not 
“once and for all” but rather with each new encounter 
in his life, it was the unbounded Light of wisdom that 
showed him the delusion of relying too much on his 
own perception and judgment. It was the gift he 
received of seeing his limitations and feeling the need 
to seek out the truth beyond his petty opinions and 
prejudices. Awakening is the gift that keeps on giving 
– it opens us to continual receiving of the teachings. 
Even though I may feel I’m a long way from anything 
to be called “enlightenment,” how fortunate we all are 
to know so many beings – the Buddha, Shinran 
Shonin, our parents, our Dharma friends, neighbors, 
pets, etc. – who demonstrate the meaning of on-going 
awakening, the work in progress. 
 

Pictured:  Rev. Nobuko Miyoshi and her mother, Rev. Etsuko. 
Photograph reprinted with permission from Rev. Miyoshi and the 
West Covina Buddhist Temple. 

 

 
 

. . . T’is the Season to be Happy 
(Continued from page 1) 

 

perspectives of business, education, neuro-biological 
sciences, psychology, and the arts, among other 
disciplines. Much of this strikes me as (though I’m not 
an expert) a 21

st
 Century version of the self-

improvement movements of the 1970s and 80s. 
Remember “I’m okay, you’re okay”? No? That’s 
okay. It means you’re young.  
        Forgive me for the simplification but the essential 
messages should not surprise us – doing good things 
makes us happy. Putting the needs of others before 
your own needs will make you happy. There is a 
science of happiness whose research pretty much 
reflects what ancient philosophers had long  

 established: compassion, loving kindness, and the 
expression of joy at the simple things in life makes you 
happy. Not surprisingly, Buddhism looms large in the 
dialogue on happiness. Indeed, the Dalai Lama will be 
is the featured speaker at next year’s happiness 
conference in Australia. Happiness was the first 
chapter of Rev. Gyomay Kubose’s book, Everyday 
Suchness. There is a catch of course – if you really 
want to be joyful, then do not dwell on the good things 
you do. Just do them and move on. In other words, 
happiness is not a goal. 
        So no “Happy New Year” greetings. Just do good 
things and be kind. See you in 2015. 
 
 
1 Schmich, M., Reasons to be cheerful? You've got 'em. 
Chicago Tribune, May 01, 2009 
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Buddha ‘Bout Town:  
Buddhist & Cultural  Happenings 

 

 NEW! Dec. 6, Saturday, 6 pm (photo exhibit) and 
7:30 pm. (film), Our Journey: Yotaro & Aya Arimura and 
a Family’s Life in Twentieth Century America, at JASC, 
4427 N. Clark. World premiere documentary. At the turn 
of the century, Arimura began a new life near Fresno, 
California. Through the recollections of Yotaro’s nine 
surviving children, “Our Story” follows the family to 
Relocation Centers and on to Chicago. There will be a 
photo exhibition and a presentation by the film’s producer. 
Admission is free and open to all. For more info, contact 
JASC at 73.275.0097 x222 or legacy@jasc-chicago.org.  

 NEW! Dec. 20, Saturday, 2:00 p.m., Behind Barbed 
Wire: Life in America’s Internment Camps, at The 
Buddhist Temple of Chicago (see flyer). BTC’s Asoka 
Society is hosting this special lecture. After Pearl Harbor, 
people of Japanese descent on the West Coast were forced 
from their homes and into relocation camps in remote areas 
of the country. A historian will share photos and details of 
daily life in an internment camp and describe the profound 
effects it had on those living there. Admission is free and 
open to all. Light refreshments will be served. 

  Through Jan. 4, 2015: Ghosts & Demons in 
Japanese Prints at the Art Institute. Includes Hokusai’s 
One Hundred Stories (Hyaku monogatari). 

 Dec. 20 & 21, various times: Tsukasa Taiko at the 
Museum of Contemporary Art. Two programs: Taiko 
Legacy 11 and Reduction. Box Office: 312.397.4010. 
 

ONGOING 
 

 The Field Museum features Buddhist artifacts in 
permanent sections devoted to China and Tibet. 

 The Art Institute features large collections of Buddhist 
statuary and art in its Alsdorf Galleries and in its collections 
of Chinese, Japanese, Indian, and Korean art. Additional 
Buddhist art in other galleries can be found using the search 
tool available at the Art Institute site: 
www.artic.edu/aic/collections/ 

 The Smart Museum of Art at the University of 
Chicago features rotating works of Chinese, Japanese, and 
Korean art, often with Buddhist themes. Visit 
smartmuseum.uchicago.edu/exhibitions/asian-art/ for 
current highlights.  

 Submit information on other Buddhist and/or Japanese 
cultural events in the Chicago area to: 
BTCbuledtr@hotmail.com 

 
 

December Temple Events & Activities Guide 
 

 See Calendar on page 8 for specific dates. 
 Up-to-date details and last-minute changes are available on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/budtempchi 
 All events are free, held at the Temple (unless otherwise noted), and open to the public. 

 
  Special Services & Events   

 

 December 7, Sunday, 11 am  –  Shotsuki Hoyo Monthly 
Memorial Service (English). 

 December 14, Sunday, 11 am – Bodhi Day Service – 
Commemoration of historical Buddha’s awakening. 
Upaya Group will be host the chili luncheon. 

 December 21, Sunday, 11:45 am  – Annual Mochitsuki – 
We will pound sweet rice for the new year. Prep starts on 
the 20

th
 and resumes at 7 am on December 21. Pounding 

will begin at 10 am. All are invited to participate as well 
as taste, dine on, and purchase mochi after 11 am service.  

 December 28, Sunday, 11 am – Year-end service.    
 January 1, 2015 Thursday, 11 am – New Year’s Day 

service followed by festive refreshments.  
 

           Regular Sunday Services   
 

 Religious Service (in English) – Sundays, 11 am. 
 Lay Speaker Sunday – Third Sunday of month, 11 am. 

 

☼  Cultural Activities  ☼ 
 

 Chinese Movement (Qigong) – Tuesday mornings, 11 am 
to noon. Call Dennis Chan 312-771-6087 for info. 

 Crafts Group – First & third Saturdays, 10 am to noon.  
 Drumming (BTC Kokyo Taiko) – Fridays, 7 to 9 pm. 
 Fencing (Kendo) – Dojo sessions held every Tuesday 

from 8 to 10 pm at Bethany United Church. Call Bob 
Kumaki, 847-853-1187 for info. 

 Japanese Language School (children or adults) – Every 
Saturday, 10 am. Call Temple to register.  

 Swordsmanship (Iaido) – Mondays, 7 to 9 pm. 

   Education & Meditation   
 

 Buddhism Study Class – Every Wednesday, 7 to 8:30 
pm. All are welcome. 

 Dharma Sunday School (for children) – Second and 
fourth Sundays, 11 am . 

 Introduction to Buddhism – This 4-week course is 
held periodically throughout the year. Visit 
budtempchi.org for the schedule or e-mail Rev. Nakai 
at rev.eshin.patti23@gmail.com. 

 Meditation – Sundays at 9 am and Thursdays, 7:30 
pm.  

 Sutra Study Class – Usually the second or third 
Sunday of the month, 12:30 to 2 pm. No previous 
Buddhism study required. This month: December 7.  
 

   Meetings, Socials, Volunteering   
 

 Asoka Society – Generally third Saturday of the 
month. This month: December 20. 

 Board Meeting – Once a month, Sunday, 12:30 pm. 
This month:  December 28. 

 Bulletin mailing – 2nd-to-last Friday of the month, 10 
am, volunteers strongly encouraged. This month: 
TBD – to be combined with the mailing of the 
calendar.  

 Bulletin submissions – See page 3 for details on 
submissions. Generally due 8 days prior to the 
mailing on Thursday, 6 pm. This month:  December 
11. 

 Young Adults Group  – Check bulletin for events 
scheduled throughout the year. 
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BTC Calendar      december 2014 
 

日本語の 祥月法要  

12月7日 午後1:00 時 

See Temple Events & Activities Guide on page 7 for details on events.  
Events may be canceled or moved after press time due to unforeseen circumstances.  

Check www.facebook.com/budtempchi for the most up-to-date changes. 
           

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 
 
7pm Iaido 

2 

11am Qigong  
 

3 

 
7 pm Buddhism Study 
Class 

4 

 
7:30 pm Meditation 

5 

 
 
7 pm Kokyo Taiko 

6 

10am Crafts 

7 

9 am Meditation 
11am Service 
12:30pm Sutra Study Class  

8 

 
 
7pm Iaido 

9 

11am Qigong  

10 

 
 

11 

6pm Bulletin 
submissions due 
 
7:30 pm Meditation 

12 

 
 
 
7 pm Kokyo Taiko 

13 

14 
9 am Meditation 
11am Bodhi Day Service 
11am Dharma School 

15 
 
 
7pm Iaido 

16 
11am Qigong  

17 
 
 

18 
 
7:30 pm Meditation 

19 
 
 
7 pm Kokyo Taiko 

20 
10 am Crafts 
1 pm Asoka 
Mochitsuki setup 

21 
7 am Mochitsuki Prep 
11:00 am  Service 
12:00 pm Mochitsuki 
 

22 
 
 
7pm Iaido 

23 
11am Qigong 

24 
 
 

25 26 
 
 

27 
 

28 

9 am Meditation 
11:00 Year-End Service 
12:30 Board Meeting  

29 
 

30 

11 am Qigong 

31 
 

   

ACER HERE 


